Middle School Competitive Speech

Classen School of Advanced Studies

Instructor: Londa Madron
Location: C108
Office Hours: 2A 9:10 – 10:35 / 1B 7:35-9:05  
Phone: 1-405-556-5070
E-mail: lsmadron@okcps.org
Course Description
    This course is designed for the student who is interested in competitive speech.  This is a competitive speech course therefore students will be expected to compete when the opportunity arises.   The speech events students can participate in at contest are:  Prose / Poetry / Standard & Original oratory / Humorous & Dramatic Interpretation / Humorous & Dramatic Duets / Domestic & Foreign Extemporaneous Speaking / Monologues.

All events and tournaments are sanctioned by the Oklahoma Secondary Schools Association (OSSAA). 

Course Objectives
Students will demonstrate the ability to work with others.
Students will demonstrate proper use of voice.
Students will demonstrate use of body to portray a character or characters.
Students will create blocking for their pieces. 
Students will demonstrate proper use of space.
Students will use memorizations techniques and memorize their lines.  
Students will analyze written work for meaning.
Students will analyze characters within the written work.                                                        Students will demonstrate proper audience etiquette.  

Requirements

Each student must attend tournaments when the opportunity arises.  This year because of the large amount of students, to enter there is an entry fee of $3.00 per event.  If a student drops or adds an event students will be expected to pay the drop/add fee per OSSAA.  If a student is a no show or drops the day of the tournament the fee is anywhere from 25.00 – 50.00.  Students will be responsible for these fees.  Students will participate in at least two events per tournament.  

Schedule of Speech & Debate Tournaments:  Novice tournament are few and far between but there is usually one at the first part of May.  Students will be notified of the tournament dates for Novice competition as soon as I am made aware of those dates.  Students must be responsible.  If a student signs up for a tournament and then drops they must pay their original entry plus the drop fees that are assessed by the school hosting the tournament.

Contest is an all day affair, beginning at 7:30 am and usually running late.  I will send home tournament schedules and/or post them online as soon as I receive them.  Please be flexible and patient.
Day of Contest:
Students will report to the contest sight and check in with me at 7:30 am.  The first round begins at 8:00 am and rounds will continue throughout the day.  If a student makes it to the final round of an event they are expected to be at the awards ceremony.  If they do not make it into the next round, it is possible for them to leave.  They must have written permission from the parent or guardian saying it is all right for them to do so.  They must let me know they are leaving.  This being said, since I consider our competitive speech class a team, it would be great for them to stay and support those who did advance to the next round.  This way they could observe other events and pick up some performance tips.

Letter to Parents
 Dear Parents,

            Tournaments are very exciting and rewarding experiences for your student.    Although competitions are fun they also require a lot of time and effort.  Your student will spend many hours reading, researching, listening, and practicing.  They will learn to think critically and speak with poise and understanding on many subjects.  They will learn responsibility and the value of hard work.  They will travel to many different schools and universities and will associate with the top students from other schools.

They will be spending many hours in close association with other students and will learn to get along with all kinds of people.  Pride, discipline and teamwork are qualities that are expected from every student.  Working hard and working together to develop quality performance is exciting and rewarding.  Your student will find that the greatest reward of all will be the memories that they build with their teammates and competitors.  Pride in self, pride in character and pride in the character of the team will contribute to success throughout your student’s life.   

I set very high standards for the team, not only as competitors, but as young adults and the future leaders of our community and nation.  

Competition in speech events allows students the opportunity to express their thoughts, ideas, & abilities.  It is my goal to help these young minds develop these abilities in appropriate and challenging ways.

The goals of this program are self determined.  Our desire is that your student will achieve the highest skills of rhetorical training and develop a clear understanding of character, society, government and fine arts.  

Sincerely,
    

 Londa Madron
General Rules

Tournament preparation and scheduling are completed well in advance of the prospective tournament - Tournament registration is always completed one week in advance (see deadlines on previous page). It is your responsibility to sign up and check the entry for accuracy.  If illness or emergency conflicts arise that make it impossible for you to compete, the director must be notified immediately.  You are responsible for any drop fees that are incurred by the school due to your absence.  Students must pay drop fees prior to attending another tournament.   Drop fees range from $5 to $50 depending on the event and level of competition.  Students who do not show up for rounds are considered a no-show and are assessed all fees and are ineligible for future participation.  Participation may be re-established after a mandatory conference with the director on the first speech class following the competition.  If it is determined that the student does not have a valid excuse for an absence, that student may be suspended from further competition and given a failing grade for the semester.

Appropriate dress and appearance are required for participation: 
Clothes – Boys must wear dress slacks, long sleeve dress shirts and a tie for competition.  Suits are nice if you have them.  
Girls must wear dresses or slacks with appropriate top or tailored pants suits.  No denim for competition.  You need to dress appropriately.  Dress shoes are required for both males and females.  Boots, tennis shoes, etc. are unacceptable for competition.  Avoid miniskirts and definitely no shorts for competition.   Blue jeans and shorts are OK after all events are finished.  Keep hair groomed and reasonable for all competitions.  Ladies keep hair pinned back and out of the face while competing. 
Remember competition is a formal affair. It helps us learn to comply with the norm and learn to dress and look acceptable to the majority of people judging us. 

Courtesy and politeness are required at all times - Never argue with a judge - they make the decisions and sign the ballot. 
Don’t be loud before, during or between contestants performance.  Never do anything distracting by whispering, making faces or movement.  Do not approach a judge after around for additional comments.  Do not try to influence the judges decision with clever after round conversation with others or the judge.
Keep track of your belongings. 
Be supportive of your team and its efforts – this means everyone will sit as a group at the awards assembly.  You will be polite and applaud for all competitors, not just Classen.  You will go and watch your friends in competition for support.

All cell phones must be turned off during rounds – turn off completely do not put on vibrate or texting – this is distracting to other competitors and viewed as rude by the judges.

Character counts – juvenile behavior will not be tolerated.  Profanity will not be tolerated.  Responsibility and good judgment are expected.  This includes everything from coming to class on time and with all materials ready to work.  Pick up after yourself; take care of you and your teammates.  Winning is not all important.  My goal is for you to learn from each and every experience you encounter.  If you do that then you are always a winner.  If you do your best you will succeed and we will be extremely proud of you.

Grading 
Classwork:  Points will be taken off the student’s daily grade if students are constantly reminded to stay on task during work time. 


Presentations:  Students will be graded upon effort and demonstration of the skills learned to the day of the presentation.

Tournaments:  Students will be graded upon preparedness for tournament.

Quizzes:  There may be a few quizzes throughout the year.

Test:  There are a few tests throughout the year.  The largest tests are the semester finals.  I give the students ample opportunity to study for the test, if your student will use his/her time wisely they will do fine. 

Late Work Policy:  Students need to turn all work in on time.  That being said, I understand that things can come up.  Students will be given an opportunity to turn in late assignments.  Students will lose 5 points off their total grade on the 1st late day, 10pts, the 2nd day, 20 the 3rd day, 30 the 4th day…no late work will be accepted past the 4th day.  These are actual days, not in class days.  If your student doesn’t have me on Tues, it still counts as a day if it was due on Monday.  All excused absences will not be penalized until the student has used up their allotted time to make up the assignments.  

Class Expectations

· You will do every speech round assigned. 

· You will follow posted classroom rules. 

· You will give all oral assignments on the assigned day. If you are not prepared (i.e., not having your case, not bringing materials to class, etc.) you will not receive credit for the assignment. No extra time will be given for oral presentations...you must understand that by your lack of preparedness, you are being very unfair to your classmates. 

· All written assignments must be turned in on time. 

Classroom Rules

· Violence will not be tolerated.  Violence is any mean act or word toward another person. 

· Be productive.  Use your class time wisely. 

· Absolutely NO bad language.  English is a wonderful and creative language.  Find other words to express yourself. 

· A great deal of time will be spent listening to classmates’ present.  An equal amount of time will be spent demonstrating your knowledge of audience etiquette. 

· Respect yourself and others.  Listen to and approach every assignment with expectation and enthusiasm. 

· Except in the case of an emergency you may not leave class.  Do not ask. 
· No cell phones, iPods, Gameboys, CD players, PDA’s, or any other electronic devices will be allowed in the classroom.  They will be confiscated and it may be necessary for your parents to pick them up. (Exception:  When I give permission, students may listen to IPODS while working.)

· Think for yourself.  Think outside the box.  I want your ideas not someone else’s.  Plagiarism will not be tolerated. 

· 1st offense verbal warning, 2nd offense notify parents, 3rd offense assigned detention, 4th or subsequent offenses will be given a referral to the assistant principal
Supplies
1 – 1” binder

10 – Dividers

2 – packets black construction paper

50 – plastic sleeves

2 – glue sticks

1 – timer (needs to time up or down)

I understand that starting school is rather expensive, if you are unable to provide these supplies please let me know.
Transportation Form for Speech Tournaments
Student’s Name____________________________________________________

 Dear Parent or Guardian:

Transportation to and from tournaments is always a difficult situation.  First, it is quite costly, plus, it is not very flexible.  Please check the following which will apply to your student concerning transportation to and from speech tournament.   I need these returned by August 27th, 2010.  I must have these forms before they can sign up for their first contest.

 _____ I will provide transportation for my child to and from contest

_____ I will allow my student to ride with another parent. 

_______________     ___________________

First Name                 Last Name 

Parent’s signature:________________________________________________


Student’s signature_________________________________________________

Syllabus Signature Slip
Competitive Speech 

I, __________________________, understand the nature and 

purpose of this class and agree to fulfill my obligation.

________________________________     _____________

Student Signature                                         Date 

________________________________     _____________
Parent/Guardian Signature                              Date

